
 

 

 

Recommendations, 
“Report

Child Rights” 
 

1 Change the legal status of the CRC to ensure that it prevails,  

in case of conflict with Swedish domestic legislation. 

 

2 Incorporate the two optional protocols ratified by Sweden into national legislation.   

 

3 Carry out a mapping on the practical implementation of the CRC, with specific focus on local disparities, identifying 

good practices and propose necessary legal, and other, changes.  

 

4 Ensure that local and regional authorities have the knowledge and resources needed to ensure that every child has full 

access to their rights according to the CRC, including the set-up of a system to monitor how the obligations are fulfilled, 

in particular regarding; social services, health services and schools. 

 

5 Adopt a unified and detailed legislation to ensure equal protection and support to every child  regardless of in which 

municipality they live, including sufficient funding for implementing the law 

 

6 Revise and update the national strategy, in dialogue with children and CSOs and include a timeline, budget and 

evaluation system. 

 

7 Take appropriate actions to improve the collaboration for children when in their best interest, including an evaluation 

of the legislation on secrecy.   

 

8 The legislation within different public services, should impose the same requirements regarding collaboration to ensure 

the best interests of the child. 

 

9 Ratify the third Optional Protocol to the CRC on a communications procedure. 

 

10 Ensure that child friendly complaints mechanisms are available on national,  

regional and local level and that child advocacy services are available nationwide. 

 

11 Extend the mandate of BO to receive, investigate and support individual complaints from children. 

 

12 Adopt a child rights-based approach in the preparation of the State budget by implementing a tracking system for the 

allocation and use of resources for children throughout the budget. 

 

13 Undertake child rights impact assessments in relation to investments or budget cuts in all sectors including a gender 

and Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, iTransgender, Queer and Intersex (LGBTQI) perspective. 

 

14 Establish systems to listen to the children, inform them and make child rights impact assessments early and 

continuously during a crisis, including children in vulnerable situations. 

 



 

 

15 Secure strong support systems for children in vulnerable situations by targeted  

(earmarked) financial resources to social services, Barnahus and BUP to mitigate the consequences of the pandemic. 

 

16 Take measures to compensate students whose education and grades were  

affected negatively by digital education. 

 

17 Increase the funding for the BO and take appropriate actions to strengthen the independence of the Ombudsman. 

 

18 Make the current EU proposal for a directive on mandatory corporate sustainability  

due diligence a priority for the upcoming EU presidency. 

 

19 Advocate for strong EU legislation in the current process, with a focus on protecting vulnerable groups, holding 

corporations accountable and removing the barriers that victims of corporate violations face when seeking remedy and 

justice. 

 

20 Initiate an investigation as to how an implementation of the Directive will be compatible with the Swedish national 

legal framework (i.e. the Company Act, the Tort Liability Act etc.). 

 

21 Ensure that providers of online services used by children implement the highest standards of ethics, privacy, safety and 

transparency in relation to children’s rights in the digital environment. 

 

22 Adopt a leading role in the EU and at global level in legislative processes on mandatory detection, reporting and 

removal of CSAM images or videos. 

 

23 Conduct a mapping on structural racism, including national  

minorities and migrant children.  

 

24 Ensure official data on discrimination and harassment of LBTQI children. 

 

25 Ensure that professionals and other adults have sufficient knowledge about  

all grounds of discrimination, the forms of discrimination and harassment different vulnerable groups suffer, and how 

to protect and support children in these matters.  

 

26 Ensure that all children have equal access to effective remedies when subjected to discrimination, harassment or 

offensive treatment at school, regardless of the form of rights violation or parents’ consent. 

 

27 Assign all monitoring of discrimination at schools to the Schools Inspectorate. 

 

28 Clarify the obligation to conduct child rights impact assessments to determine  

the impact of all proposed policy, legislative, regulatory, budget, international cooperation or other administrative 

decisions which affect children. 

 

29 Ensure that the principle of the best interests of the child is the basis of, and guides the process of, all decisions 

involving children for instance in relation to migration and social services, including ensuring that all decision makers 

have the knowledge, capacity, time and resources to carry out proper assessments of the best interest of the child. 

 

30 Carry out an analysis and mapping of why the best interest of the child as a rule of procedure is not implemented, 

assess what legislative and other measures  

are needed to secure this. 

 

31 Ensure long-term, sustainable and specific measures to fight mental illness and prevent suicide among all vulnerable 

groups. All initiated measures must be holistic and guarantee a child rights perspective. 

 

32 Establish regulations to ensure non-discriminatory, relevant and meaningful political involvement of children in 

community issues at national, regional and local level.  

 



 

 

33 Set up a rule for governmental inquiries that they must involve children directly, if the issue is a concern for children. 

 

34 Ensure that all professionals in courts are trained on article 12, including how to assess a child’s maturity and specific 

aspects of relevance for children with disabilities in accordance with the CRPD. 

 

35 Make sure that children with disabilities under eighteen are only heard by police specialised on hearing children with 

disabilities. 

 

36 Ensure the right for children with disabilities to alternative and complementary communication and other necessary 

support in all legal proceedings. 

37 Ensure that stateless children born in Sweden are granted Swedish citizenship at birth. 
 

38 Use Sweden’s influence within the Global Coalition to end the serious abuses of the human rights of all children held in 

northeast Syria and restore their fundamental rights and freedoms. 

 

39 Take action to identify, protect and repatriate child victims of trafficking and those at risk and hold the perpetrators to 

account. 

 

40 Work together with other countries to find repatriation solutions for Swedish children in families of mixed nationalities 

which maintain family unity including the option of repatriation to Sweden. 

 

41 Strengthen the knowledge of violence against children in the justice system. 

 

42 Assess the implementation of the new offence, violation of a child’s integrity, to ensure its effectiveness and address 

shortcomings from a child rights perspective. 

 

43 Amend the criminal law to ensure that all forms of violence of children, including psychological violence, can be 

considered a criminal offence. 

 

44 Ensure that sufficient resources are allocated to the most vulnerable areas to ensure that preventive measures against 

violence are taken, including measures in preschools, schools, social services, police and the community and measures 

to change social norms.  

 

45 Ensure support for all children exposed to fatal violence in their local communities. 

 

46 Ensure sufficient knowledge on all forms of violence for professionals working with children and how to act when there 

is concern for a child. 

 

47 Ensure that questions about violence and abuse are asked on a routine basis, also to children with disabilities, by 

student healthcare in schools and by social services. 

 

48 Develop national regulations to encourage all health care personnel and social services to establish routines to ask 

children questions about commercial sexual exploitation. 

 

49 Provide a national helpline for professionals who meet abused children in their line of work to get support and advice. 

 

50 Take all appropriate measures to ensure that the preventive measures for adults and children who are at risk of using 

violence against children are evidence-based, easily accessible, sustainable and available throughout Sweden. 

 

51 Ensure access to Barnahus for all children experiencing any form of violence and abuse, ensure unity in access across the 

country as well as unity in guidelines and regulations  

and appoint one government agency with the responsibility for governing every Barnahus.  

 
52 Develop guidelines on interventions for children that are victims of violence based on the best interest of the child and 

ensure compliance with the child’s right to information.  

 



 

 

53 Ensure that the school curriculum includes information about violence as a part of the education, both in primary and 

secondary school.  

 

54 Provide permanent state funding to existing national helplines for children. 

 

55 Adopt a zero vision against all forms of violence against children in institutions. 

 

56 Remove isolation of children as a special power in the Care of Young Persons (Special Provisions) Act (LVU), Secure 

Youth Care Act (LSU) and LPT and prohibit the use of belts in psychiatric care, including techniques used to control 

children which causes pain. 

 

57 Establish independent complaints mechanisms for children in institutions. 

 

58 Ensure that children that are victims of commercial sexual exploitation have access to treatment and support systems.  

 

59 Ensure that the best interest of the child is assured in all collaborations between social services and law enforcement in 

cases of CSEC. 

 

60 Add children witnessing sexual exploitation in the law on violation of a child’s integrity. 

 

61 Educate professionals about CSEC, make sure that high quality treatment is available. 

 

62 Ensure that every child who is a victim of violence, including CSEC, is treated  

and viewed as a victim of crime. 

 

63 Ensure evidence based rehabilitation and support to all children that are victims  

of commercial sexual exploitation, including support from Barnahus. 

 

64 Establish a mechanism for systematic collection of data on  

sexual exploitation and abuse of children. 

 

65 Adopt a new Action Plan on protection of children from trafficking  

and sexual exploitation.  

 

66 Translate and implement the UN Guidelines for Alternative Care of Children and review implementing the Tracking 

Progress Initiative in the Swedish context.  

 

67 Revise the parental code to ensure that it lives up to the requirements in the CRC, including ensuring that children 

cannot be forced to have contact with an abusive parent against the child’s will.  

 

68 Enhance knowledge among professionals in authorities such as courts, social services, health care, the police and other 

relevant agencies, to change norms that give priority to parental rights over children’s rights and welfare.  

 

69 Ensure that the child is assigned its own legal representative knowledgeable in child rights in all disputes regarding 

custody, contact and living arrangements. 

 

70 Strengthen the Social Services Act regarding collaboration, ensuring individual follow-up, participation and evaluation. 

 

71 Strengthen the implementation and provider compliance by clarifying different agencies and practitioners’ 

responsibilities and duties. 

 



 

 

72 Reform compulsory institutional care for children, including a review of how the care should be carried out and if SiS is 

the appropriate provider.  

 

73 Ensure that all staff at compulsory care institutions receive adequate training and capacity building  in how to apply a 

human rights-based approach in their work. 

 

 

74 Offer state-funded and statutory support to children and young people leaving care such as; assisted funding to 

housing; support by a case manager and; right to extended support by a foster care family.  

 

75 Adopt national guidelines on aftercare plans for children leaving care which include the right to participation, 

subsistence and health.  

 

76 Review the existing legislation and its application so that law enforcement agencies are given a mandate to ensure that 

children of incarcerated parents receive sufficient information. 

 

77 Implement national guidelines and clarify the municipalities’ responsibilities to  

guarantee adequate and equal support regardless of place of residence.  

 

78 Take all necessary actions to make it possible for children to maintain a personal relationship and direct contact with 

incarcerated parents, according to the proximity principle. Ensure that contact is carried out on the child’s terms with 

child-friendly visiting rooms including access to outdoor visits and that the option of digital contact remains. 

79 Ensure that all children with disabilities are given the opportunity to make their voices heard in all matters concerning 

their own life.  

 

80 Ensure that all children with disabilities receive access to relevant support based on their needs in relation to disability, 

level of maturity and age. 

 

81 Stipulate in law the right to augmentative, complementary and alternative communication for children with disabilities. 

 

82 Ensure that every child with disabilities that qualify for personal assistance receive it, regardless of where they live. 

Ensure that children are seen as rights bearers, respected, receive an individual assessment and adequate information 

about what a decision is based on. 

 

83 Ensure that children with disabilities get equivalent access to a holistic habilitation, rehabilitation and assistive devices, 

active involvement and adequate aid and support regardless of where in Sweden they live.  

 

84 Abolish the provision in the Education Act that makes the reception of a child dependent on certain factors and set 

aside sufficient human, technical and financial support to ensure that no schools have organisational or financial 

constraints that prevent education from being fully inclusive. 

 

85 Ensure that the right to an high quality education is fulfilled for children with disabilities and that all schools provide a 

safe, inclusive and caring learning environment including necessary support to ensure school attendance for all 

students. 

 

86 Ensure earmarked state funding for children with disabilities so that allocated funds are not used for other purposes. 

 

87 Ensure qualitative national and local statistics about students with disabilities in all school forms. 

 

88 Include children with disabilities and severe learning disabilities in national data collections in schools. 

 



 

 

89 Develop national knowledge and education programs for parents on how the needs of children with disabilities are 

discovered and met. 

 

90 Continue to develop national education programs for all school staff about different disabilities as well as the 

implications within educational settings. 

 

 

91 Ensure that children with disabilities are included and visible in national strategies, national studies andactions to end 

violence against children. 

 

92 Develop accessible material about violence and abuse of and for children with disabilities.  

 

93 Ensure that all staff working with children with disabilities in different settings are well trained, carefully selected and 

vetted. 

 

94 Initiate preventive measures to ensure digital safety for children with disabilities. 

 

95 Develop national statistics on children with disabilities, including  

psychosomatic disorders and mental health problems. 

 

96 Raise awareness and develop tools for all professionals working with children and children with disabilities, including 

educational staff, on what impact disabilities can have on the mental health of a child and how to detect and prevent 

negative impacts.  

 

97 Introduce active state measures to ensure that all children have equal access to adequate health care irrespective of 

where they reside in the country. 

 

98 Take broad and urgent actions to fulfil the right to health, including mental health, for all children and tackle the 

inequalities based on gender, LGBTQI, age, disability, ethnicity and socio-economic status. 

 

99 Develop new child rights based guidelines regarding the interpretation of the concept of reasonable standards of living 

in the Social Services Act. The guidelines need to be based on children’s own descriptions and experiences. 

 

100 Take measures to improve the effectiveness of the economic family policy for socioeconomically marginalized families, 

such as parents who are in debt, single parents and parents who do not have a permanent home. 

 

101 Ensure the accuracy of the social family policy, for example that housing benefits and allowances for single parents are 

in alignment with the development of the increasing living standards in the general population.  

 

102 Change the education act to guarantee free access to all school related activities and ensure that children are given 

opportunities to engage in meaningful cultural, artistic, recreational and leisure activities regardless of their family 

income.  

 

103 Increase the daily allowance for children seeking asylum and for families with more than two children and provide 

support for single-parent families, undocumented children and other children in disadvantaged socioeconomic 

situations. 

 

104 Ensure that families are not forcibly relocated or evicted, and that the child’s right to adequate housing is always 

respected. 

 

105 Ensure that prior to any non-optional movement of children and families, a proper assessment of the best interest of 

the child is carried out and the child’s right perspective is given due weight. 

 



 

 

106 Adopt and implement a plan of action to reduce homelessness among children and their families. This plan should 

include both a housing supply- and social service-perspective. 

 

107 . Ensure that a child rights impact assessment is an integral part of environmental  

impact assessments conducted by the state and by private actors addressing children affected within or outside of 

Sweden, including in relation to development cooperation and other global activities. 

 

108 Establish mechanisms to ensure that children and young people have the possibility to participate in the development 

of the Swedish climate policies, including following up the Paris agreement and play an active role in national and global 

climate conferences. 

 

109 Support children and young people in their own initiatives and ensure their possibility to participate in all processes and 

at all levels. 

 

110 Increase state responsibility to tackle inequalities in access to the right to quality education. 

 

111 Introduce the same legal requirements for quality, transparency and follow-up  

for all schools regardless of organiser (e.g. municipality or private actor).  

 

112 Ensure that children’s right to participation according to the education act is respected and that there are 

consequences for schools and organisers breaching the law.  

 

113 Ensure that student representatives are consulted in municipal, regional, and national processes affecting their 

education and schools. 

 

114 Ensure that teacher education is evaluated and strengthened in line with the CRC. 

 

115 Ensure sufficient resources to ensure that primary and secondary school provide comprehensive sexual education for 

all students. 

 

116 Ensure that all schools have a prepared plan for avoiding children to be away from school, how to get absent children 

back to school and how to develop an educational plan according to the needs of the child. 

 

117 Establish a national registry of school absenteeism. 

 

118 Take all measures necessary to make sure that every child in Sweden has certified teachers. 

 

119 Ensure that education for teachers includes how to talk to children about difficult issues and how to spot signs of 

maltreatment and violence. 

 

120 Strengthen the access to national minority languages to children by ensuring  

certified teachers and updated teaching material in all five language variants.  

 

121 Strengthen the child rights perspective regarding national minorities, monitor and evaluate public institutions in 

relation to how well they live up to legislation and human rights principles of non-discrimination. 

 

122 Strengthen protection of the indigenous rights of Sámi children in connection to  

projects on natural resource extraction and physical planning, including conducting adequate child rights impacts 

assessments. 

 

123 Encourage and support sports organisations in reaching out to newly arrived children, children with disabilities and 

other children who are underrepresented in organised leisure activities.  

 

124 Support municipalities in creating more public spaces available for  

spontaneous sports activities and ensuring that year-round, free leisure  



 

 

activities are available for all children in Sweden.  

 

125 Ensure that children with disabilities get full access to all publicly funded culture,  

sports and leisure activities, including the support needed. 

 

126 Investigate and take action to decrease differences in children’s  

physical health and participation.  

 

127 Provide the social services the opportunity to earmark financial support for children’s leisure activities. This support 

should not be included in the subsistence allowance. 

 

128 Set-up conditions for sports- and leisure organisations regarding compliance  

with the CRC as a condition for receiving public financial support. 

 

129 Carry out a new mapping on the disappearances of unaccompanied migrant children to assess what measures are 

needed to prevent this from happening and to ensure the protection of unaccompanied migrant from sexual 

exploitation and abuse. The analysis should include assessing the need to establish a responsible authority. 

 

130 Ensure the rights of every child in the asylum process and improve the legal  

application within the asylum system for children who identify as LGBTQI 

 

131 Ensure that all children have their asylum claims individually assessed and take measures to ensure that the 

implementation of the new Aliens Act is in line with the CRC. 

 

132 Conduct capacity building on the new Aliens Act and its relation to the CRC, including child rights impact assessments.  

 

133 Revise the Aliens Act and include child-specific forms of persecution, 

 

134 Ensure that the legislation and its implementation does not infringe children’s right to family reunification. 

 

135 Ensure that no child is deported/returned with parents or guardians from whom the child was taken away due to 

violence or abuse while in their care.  

 

136 Amend the Aliens act to introduce the possibility of granting children permanent resident permits in individual cases. 

 

137 Clarify, in the Social Services Act, that the social services have the same responsibility for children who do not have a 

residence permit as for all other children in Sweden. 

 

138 Ensure that children taken away from their parents during the asylum process due to violence, abuse or negligence 

have their own legal representative in the asylum process. 

 

139 Establish a multidisciplinary age assessment procedure, where the guiding principles are the best interest of the child 

and the benefit of the doubt. 
 

140 Guarantee age appropriate and specific support before, during and after the return of every child. A formalized and 

mandatory procedure to assess the best interests of the child prior to identifying a durable solution must be 

implemented.  

 

141 Ensure that unaccompanied children who have been denied residency but where  

it is not possible to return the child to their country of origin, have their best interest assessed in the return procedure 

and implement a possibility of granting residence  

permits to these children. 
 

142 Amend relevant legislation to ensure that the rights of the child are guiding principles in court procedures, including 

introducing the principle of the best interest and the child’s right to be heard in legislation. 

 



 

 

143 Take measures to reduce the number of parallel legal processes for children, and ensure that the child has the same 

representative, if appropriate, in all proceedings. Children in alternative care proceedings should be allocated a legal 

representative separate from their parents. 

 

144 Ensure that all persons involved in court procedures concerning children have received updated, mandatory training on 

the rights of the child.  

 

145 Increase the cooperation between preschools, schools, social services, police and healthcare based on clear legal 

regulations stipulating the responsibilities of the different actors.  In order to protect and support children at risk  

of affiliating themselves with criminal networks.  

 

146 Increase and strengthen efforts to ensure rehabilitation and  

reintegration of child offenders.  

 

147 Ensure that child offenders are interrogated by police who are specialized in children. 

 

148 Ensure the protection of child rights for children over age 15 subject to sexual exploitation of all forms. 
 

149 Reform current legislation by removing puberty development criteria and imposing a strict liability criterion in relation 

to the child’s age. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


